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PREFACE 


This document is the abridged version of the survey* 
published in December 1976 and sponsored by the Ministry of Colleges 


and Universities of Ontario and the Advisory Council for Franco-Ontarian 


Affairs. 


* L. Gabriel Bordeleau and Gaétan Gervais, Intentions éducatives et profes- 
sionnelles des éléves franco-ontariens des écoles secondaires de 1'Ontario, 
en 12e et 13e année (1975-76), Toronto, Ministére des Colléges et Univer- 
sités, 1976. 
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INTRODUCTION 


The purpose of this survey is to identify the family environment 
and the school performance of Franco-Ontarian Grade 12 and 13 students, 
and to establish the linguistic and cultural aspirations as well as the 
educational and vocational plans of this same population. The data reflects 
mainly provincial and regional characteristics. Seven regions are 
identified: Ottawa-Carleton, Prescott-Russell, Stormont-Dundas-Glengarry , 
Southern Ontario, North Bay, Sudbury and Timmins. 

The findings are divided into four major categories: Family 
Environment, Scholastic Achievement, Linguistic Competence, Educational 
and Vocational Choices. The survey includes university bound, community 
college and job market ortented students. 

In all, 4,652 students answered the questionnaire: of these, 
1,051 are in Grade 13, 2,901 tn Grade 12 and 700 overlap the two. Of 
all of these students, 1,678 intend to attend university, 1,430 community 
colleges and 1,295 choose the job market immediately. Moreover, it is 
noted that girls are slightly more numerous. 

In order to assure a better understanding of the above data, 
we add that in September 1975, 7,514 Franco-Ontarian students were enrolled 
in Grades 12 and 13; of these, 5,612 were in Grade 12 and 1,902 in Grade 13. 
Students completed the questionnaire in the month of May, 1976. It is 
reasonable to assume that approximately 10% of these students enrolled in 
September had left school in May. The student population had therefore 
reached a total of 6,733, of which 4,652 or 68.8% answered the questionnaire. 


This percentage is an assurance that the collected data has an obvious validity. 


Under each of the main headings, we have included the | 

following components: 

. Family Environment: Income, schooling and occupation of 
parents; language used by parents and by the family at 
home and at work. 

. Scholastic Achievement: marks obtained by the students and 
those they expect to obtain; the perception of their ability 
to succeed in post-secondary studies. 

. Linguistic Competence: the students' perception of their 
competence in English and in French. 

. Educational and Vocational Choice: Students' orientation 
(university, community college, job market); vocational 


choices and underlying motivations. 


PART I 


GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS 


1) Family Environment 

First, the family environment can be characterized by considering 
four defining aspects: income, schooling and occupation of parents, and 
finally the language spoken at home and at work by the family members. 

The information on parents' income, as provided by the students, 
is only marginally useful data because one suspects that students from 
low-income families are reluctant to reply. As for parents' schooling, 
it appears that the mothers have generally more schooling than the fathers. 
However, a greater number of the fathers have undertaken university studies. 
Among the parents' occupations, the most common are: unskilled workers (19.8%), 
various skilled trades (18.2%), sales and management of small and medium-size 
business (13.6%), civil service and administration (7.5%), service 
occupations (7.1%), and farming (6.3%). 

As for the language spoken at home, a third of the families use 
only French and 45% use it frequently. Bilingualism ranks very highly and 
is increasing among young people. However, the mothers still appear to 
be the factor for French being used at home. Moreover, 59.8% of the parents 
use mainly English at work. 

2) Scholastic Achievement 

A second set of data reveals the school averages obtained by 

the students, the marks they expect to obtain as well as how they view 


their ability to carry out post-secondary studies. While 51.5% of the 


students obtained an average of 70%, it is noted that 60.8% of them 
expect to do better. The majority of the students classify themselves as 
"average" (51.7%), above average (28.7%) and even "far above average" (10%); 
These figures indicate that the students are positive in their outlook as 
to their ability to carry out post-secondary studies. 81.8% of the Grade 13 
students feel they have the ability to carry out university studies (56.6% of 
the Grade 12 students); and for the overall body of students, 40% believe 
they can succeed in advanced studies at the Master's level. 

An assessment of the extent to which Grade 13 constitutes a 
threshold can be made on the basis of the results: only 27.5% of the Grade 12 
Students want to go to university, but 61.5% of the Grade 13 students nurse 
this idea. On the whole, many of the students who are not considering going 
on to university seem to leave after Grade 12, either to go to a community 


college, or to enter the job market. 


3) Linguistic Competence 


The questionnaire invites students to assess their competence 
in the French and in the English languages in three areas: comprehension, 
oral and written expression. An outstanding characteristic of the answers 
is the major parallel observable between the linguistic competence in French 
and in English. This indicates that the students believe themselves to 
be equally competent in both languages. In French comprehension, 91.4% of 
the students state themselves to have reached the level of "trés bien"* 
(excellent) or "assez bien"* (good) (88.2% with regard to English); as for 
speaking the language, 87.2% state themselves to speak French "trés bien" 


(excellent) or "assez bien" (good) (81.6% with regard to English); finally, 


with regard to writing the language, 76.2% grade themselves in writing 

the language as "trés bien" (excellent) or "assez bien" (good) (but only 
79.3% with regard to English). This leads to two conclusions: on the one 
hand, the students feel they have a good command of both languages, and on 
the other hand, major parallel of the percentages confirms the high level 


of bilingualism among this group. 


4) Educational and Vocational Choices 

In this section the choices of careers and university available 
for vocations and community college program are considered. Another 
objective is to revea] the linguistic and cultural preferences of the 
respondents. 

The replies to the questionnaires indicate that the students 
fall into three categories: those who intend to go on to university (35.3%), 
those who plan to attend a community college (23.2%), and finally those 
students who wish to enter the job market (14.8%). Some students are 
undecided (7.2%), others intend to return to their studies after working 
one year (8.5%), and some elect other types of training (3.3%). The 
findings reveal some differences and similarities among these categories, 
and each of these is examined briefly in turn: 

- Language of instruction and cultural context: 

The findings provided for their language preference indicate 
that these students want to continue their studies in a bilingual and 
bicultural institution: this preference is more pronounced with Grade 12 
students. 

On the whole, 39.2% of the students want bilingual institutions 
(50/50 basis), 29.2% want predominantly French institutions, and 13.1% want 


exclusively French institutions. A preference for an environment where French 


is dominant is more marked among Grade 13 students and among those students 
preparing to go to university. 

The preferred language at work affords some explanation of the 
linguistic and cultural choice of post-secondary institutions. Actually, 
29.2% hope to work only or mainly in French, 57.1% hope to work in both 
languages and 8.5% want to work mainly in English. 

It is, therefore, concluded that, on this subject, on the whole, 
the students have a marked preference for bilingual and bicultural institutions. 

- University oriented student 

A total of 1,678 students wish to attend university: 656 of them 
are in Grade 13, 813 are in Grade 12 and 209 overlap both years. A profile 
of these students is drawn from the following: reasons motivating choice of 
education, vocation, program, and the motivation for choosing a particular 
institution. 

For many, the decision to continue on to university is dictated by 
a desire for a satisfying career, ultimately for remunerative employment. 

However, it should be pointed out that the decisions are 
motivated by a group of factors, with each one exerting "some" influence; 
the only factor which appears to carry no weight, according to statements 
made by the students, is advice from parents or from teachers. 

Among these students, 65.8% want bilingual institutions, while 
27.4% want predominantly or exclusively French institutions. 

The vocational choices are quite varied and it is impossible to 
report on all of them. Nevertheless, some dominant choices can be mentioned; 
29.6% prefer teaching (13% of them at the secondary school level, 4.5% at 
the elementary school level and the remainder in other types of teaching); 
6.4% want to be accountants/auditors; 6.7% go into law, 5.9% into medicine 


and 6.8% in various health related careers. 


These choices do not always dictate the selection of a particular 
university program: some careers allow only one road of access, while others, 
such as teaching, allow a wide range of program choices. 

Moreover, the program which appear to attract the greatest 
number of students are the following: 8.3% in education, 7.8% in various 
artistic programs, 6.7% in business management programs, 7.5% in general 
sciences programs, 5.9% in general arts programs and 4.9% in medicine. 

The University of Ottawa attracts 56.9% of the students; 

Laurentian University (14.0%) and the other universities absorb the other 
candidates. According to the replies provided by the students, their choice 
of university is mainly determined by the quality of the programs offered 
and the proximity of the institution. 

In summary then, for those students continuing on to university, 
the choice of an institution is explained by a group of factors and the choice 
of a profession and of a program seems to fall into three main areas: 
teaching, medical sciences, and the business-management-commerce group. 

- Community college oriented student: 

Among the 1,430 students opting for community colleges, 841 of 
them are in Grade 12, 195 in Grade 13 and 394 are in the "others" category. 
Here again there is a leaning for the "bilingual" institution (65.5%) rather 
than for the predominantly French institution (31.5%). The reasons motivating 
the decision to go on to a community college are no different from that 
which lead others to chose a university. The most significant factors are: 
to work in an interesting profession; because college studies are required 
to work in one's chosen profession and to acquire a remunerative position 


later on. 


The occupations which attract the greatest number of students 
are the following: office worker (11.7%) nursing (8.7%) and ay, 
accountants (5.5%). Here again there is a wide diversity in the choice of 
occupations. As for the program choices provided in community colleges, the 
findings show that 8.2% tend to go into the nursing sciences; /7./% into 
secretarial science and 6.7% into commerce. 

The college applicants, like the university applicants, are 
concentrated in only a few institutions: Algonquin College attracts 49.5% 
of the students, Cambrian 13.5%, Northern 6.4% with the other colleges of 
the province following. The reasons motivating the choice of such and such 
a college are similar to those given to justify the choice of a university: 
interesting programs, quality of programs offered and proximity of the 
institution. 

Summarizing then, it can be stated that the future college level 
candidate wants to attend a "bilingual" and bicultural institution. Even 
though there is a wide variety of program choices and occupations, careers 
in nursing and secretarial science are the most attractive. Finally, Algonquin 
College is the one which attracts the greatest number of candidates because 
of its interesting program of studies. 

- The job market oriented student 

Among the students completing the questionnaire, 1,295 (27.8%) 
intend to terminate their studies; nearly half of these (47.4%) however, 
are planning to return ater working one year. The main reasons given by 
the students to justify dropping their studies is a desire to find a good 


paying job or a permanent one. 


These prospective employees are attracted to office work (27.5%), 
skilled trades (10.7%) and service occupations (5.2%). There are even some 
6.2% who go into teaching! 

Although we have only a limited amount of data on the student 
who chooses to go directly into the business world, it is felt that this type 
of student does not leave his studies due to disenchantment but because of 


a real desire to find remunerative and permanent employment. 
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PART II 


REGIONAL CHARACTERISTICS 


This survey identifies seven regions in the province of Ontario: 
namely, Ottawa-Carleton, Prescott-Russell, Stormont, Dundas and Glengary, 
North Bay, Southern Ontario, Timmins and Sudbury. Our data has been 
sub-divided into four major groups: personal and family characteristics, 
academic characteristics, linguistic and cultural characteristics, as well 


as educational and occupational choices in post-secondary institutions. 


1. Ottawa-Carleton Region 


In the French and mixed secondary schools of the Ottawa and 
Carleton School Boards, 1,405 Grade 12 and 13 students replied to the 
questionnaire. 

The family and personal findings reveal that the parents of these 
students are mainly employed in the administration and the civil service 
areas, with an average schooling level of Grade 13. 

The academic data collected indicates that the majority of students, 
according to their academic results obtained in secondary school, believe 


themselves qualified to continue on to university or a community college. 


At the cultural and linguistic level, it appears that the tendency 
of these Francophone students is toward bilingualism and biculturalism. More 
than half of them are found to desire courses given only or mainly in French an 


48.1% are in favour of a mostly Francophone cultural context. It would 


appear that approximately 60.0% prefer a "bilingual" university or 


community college and that 55.5% among them want to work in a bilingual setting 


From the data received it is noted that, according to their 
educational and occupational choice, 45.6% of these students opt for 
university and 18.3% choose the community college. It is noted that the 
University of Ottawa and Algonquin College attract the majority of them 
because of the diversity of the programs offered and, as already mentioned, 
because of their "bilingual" and bicultural character. Among the 16% who opt 
for the job market, nearly half of them want to return to school within five 


years. 


2. Prescott-Russell Region 


This survey reached 363 Franco-Ontarian Grade 12 and 13 students 
from the five secondary schools in this region. 

From the overall personall and family data, farming seems to be 
the occupation of the greatest number of the fathers with the majority of 
the mothers staying at home. Although 87% of the parents have not completed 
elementary school, it is noted that 14% of them have undertaken some post- 
secondary studies. 

The academic data suggest that scholastic success secondary school 
students does not necessarily mean similar success at the post-secondary 
level. While at least 90% are successful at the secondary level, it is noted 
that 40% of them expect to fail at the university or college level. 

At the linguistic and cultural level, it appears that these 
young Franco-Ontarians are better at mastering the French language than the 
English language. 

Enjoying a high degree of bilingualism, it is noted that more 
than half of them want to live in a bicultural context. In fact, 63.6% 
of the students at the university and community college level prefer an 
institution attended by francophones and anglophones. This reflects life's 


reality as experienced by their parents. 


As for the educational and occupational choices of these 363 
students, it appears that 24.4% want to register at a university; 22.4% opt for a 
community college, while 39.1% choose to go directly into the job market to 
find a remunerative employment. 

In another group of data, it is noted that the University of 
Ottawa alone attracts 86.7% of the candidates. As for the college level 
students, 88.8% of them opt for Algonquin College. 

Thus we find that the students from the Prescott-Russell region want 
to maintain their mother tongue without, minimizing significantly the need 
to be bilingual. Also, we are faced with a student population who find 
the answers to their educational and occupational options nearby on their own 


home ground. 


3. Stormont, Dundas & Glengary Region 


Our questionnaire reached 302 students from the five French or 





mixed secondary schools of the Stormont, Dundas and Glengarry School Board. 
From the personal and family data, we learn that the majority 
of the students, 74.2%, are in Grade 12. It should be pointed out that these 
Franco-Ontarians come from middle-income parents, mostly employed in agricul tua 
or manual activities and who have not completed their secondary school studies. 
The academic data reveal that most of these students see themselves 
as qualified to pursue their studies at the colleve level, while only 17.3% 
feel able to succeed at university. 
It is noted in the language and cultural data, that the French 
language has a slight edge; it would appear that this student population 


considers itself to be "bilingual". 


With this linguistic competence, more than half of the students 
want, on the one hand, courses offered in the two languages and on the other 
hand, to find themselves in a bicultural university and college milieu. 

It should also be noted that 59.1% of them indicate a preference for their 
future occupation or trade to be in a bilingual and bicultural setting. 

Under the area od educational and occupational choice, it appears 
that of the 34.3% opting for university studies, 61.2% choose the University 
of Ottawa by reason of the quality of its programs and the proximity of the 
institution. 

Furthermore, of the 26.2% choosing a community college, 54.8% 
of them want to register at St. Lawrence College and 24.7% at Algonquin 
College. The quality of the programs, the interesting studies as well as 
the hope of finding a satisfactory occupation seem to motivate this choice. 

Among the 18.4% wanting to find a permanent and remunerative 
employment after their secondary school studies, it should be noted that 
87.9% want to return to school within five years. 

In short, without actually opting for assimilation, these young 


Franco-Ontarians show a strong preference for bilingualism and biculturalism. 


4. Southern Ontario Region 


In this region 410 students in seven different Boards of Education 
answered the questionnaire: The North York Board of Education, the Simcoe 
Board of Education, the Niagara-South Board of Education, the Hamilton Board 
of Education, the Kent Board of Education, the Essex Board of Education and 
the Windsor Board of Education. 

The overall personal] and family data reveal that the Franco- 
Ontarian students in this region, are mainly females whose parents are employed 


in manual or semi-skilled work. 
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Under the ltngutstic and cultural data, there is a certain marked 
weakness at the level of spoken and written French. This is supported by the 
data collected in thts regard tn the preceding regions. 

It should be noted that these students are more competent in 
English than in French, which explains their preference for courses offered 
in the English language. It js nevertheless surprising to see that 78.1% state 
they want to work ina "bilingual" or mainly French occupational context. 
Getting back to the survey, it is noted, however, that their linguistic and 
cultural aspirations have a certain tendency to become assimilated. 

In dealing with the area of educational and occupational choice, 
jt is noted that 34.7% of these Franco-Ontarians want to register at the 
university; 24.1% opt for the community college and 11.3% turn to the work 
force. 

The findings reveal that 26.4% of the future university candidates 
choose the University of Ottawa; 20%, Laurentian University and 7.3% the 
University of Toronto. It should be added that 75% of these candidates are 
attracted to a "bilingual" and bicultural university. It is also noted that 
89.5% of these candidates want a satisfying career. 

Of the 24.1% students who opt for a community college, 61.7% want to 
attend a "bilingual" institution, even if all of them register in English 
community colleges. 

Finally, this survey reveals that 11.3% of the students want to go 
directly into the business world, but that 46.5% of these future workers 
want to return to school] within five years. 

In short, it would appear that it is at the linguistic and cultural 


Jevel that the students of Southern Ontario stand out the most. 
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5. North Bay Region 


In this above-mentioned region, 403 students under the Nipissing 
Board of Education, completed the questionnaire. These students come from 
parents who work mainly in semi-skilled and manual activities, and bring home 
an average salary of approximately $13,000. It should be noted that the 
majority of them have completed only their elementary schooling. 

At the cultural and linguistic level, even if there is a slight 
edge in English language competence, there is a marked tendency toward 
bilingualism and biculturalism. 

Under the educational and occupational choice, the findings reveal 
that 33.9% of the 403 students are especially interested in seeking admission 
to the University of Ottawa and Laurentian University. 91.8% choose study 
programs leading to a satisfying career. It should be added that 63.9% of 
these future university candidates show a strong preference for a "bilingual" 
university. 

Furthermore, findings reveal that 26.5% of the total number of 
students in this region opt for a community college. It is extremely 
surprising to find that one in three students goes to an institution located 
outside his environment. 75% admit that the quality of the programs offered 
considerably influences their decision. They are firm in wanting to obtain 
a satisfactory and remunerative occupation. We have students here who do not 
seem to be able to find a community college in their own environment which 
meets their needs; they also show a marked preference for a "bilingual" and 
bicultural college institution. 

Finally, the findings reveal that 15.8% of the 403 students want to 
join the work force to find a good paying and permanent job. It would appear, 
however, that 87.7% of these future workers express the desire to return to 


school within five years. 
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6. Sudbury Region 


We are dealing with a region which includes five French and mixed 
secondary schools under the Sudbury Board of Education and the North Shore 
Board of Education; 678 students completed the questionnaire. 

In the first group of data, the findings reveal that a great many 
of these students are in Grade 12. It is noted that the parents of these 
Franco-Ontarians have an average income; they are also employed in manual or 
semi-skilled jobs. Finally, the parents have had approximately only eight 
years of schooling. 

When analyzing the data collected concerning their linguistic 
competence, it is noted that the students from this region consider themselves 
to be more competent in English than in French. This explains the link between 
the small percentage of students wanting to study in French only and their 
above-average competence in English. 

Among these 678 students, 29.9% elect to pursue their university 
Studies in a "bilingual" institution and hope to find a satisfactory 
occupation. Although 20.6% turn to the University of Ottawa, 53.6% 
nevertheless seek admission at Laurentian University. 

Turning to the students who opt for a community college, that is, 
26.6% of the total number of students in this region, one questions why only 
11.3% of the candidates apply for admission at Cambrian College. 

As observed with prospective university applicants, 63.9% of 
candidates for community college prefer to attend a "bilingual" institution. 
It is noted that, on the whole, one in three students leaves his region to 
pursue post-secondary studies. 

To conclude this section, we now draw a profile of the 15.9% of 


the students who elect the work force. 


They display a strong desire to find a remunerative and permanent 
employment even though 91% of them want to return to school within five 


years. 


7. Timmins Region 


This region, called simply the "far north", spreads from Timmins 
to Geraldton. Of the 281 students who replied to the questionnaire, 73.6% 
are registered in Grade 12 and their parents have been. able to achieve 
approximately eight years of schooling. The parents of these students have 
an annual income ranging between $10,000 to $16,000 and are employed mainly in 
semi-skilled and non-skilled occupations. 

The linguistic and cultural data reveal that these Franco-Ontarians 
Show they are more competent in English than in French. However, 41.6% 
indicate a preference for courses offered in both languages as against 16.1% 
who want courses offered mainly in English. The same is true for the 
linguistic and cultural atmosphere at work and this lead to our observation 
that there is a marked preference for bilingualism and biculturalism. 

From the data on educational and vocational choices, we find that 
34.7% of these students want to register full-time in a university. It is 
noted that these future university applicants have no qualms whatsoever about 
travelling some distance to attend the appropriate university since 44.6% 
of them want to go to the University of Ottawa. Moreover, 12.9% will try for 
admission at the University of Toronto and 10.9% at Laurentian University. 

Once again, it would appear that 65.2% of these future university 
candidates want to attend a "bilingual" and bicultural university. 

As for the respondents who plan to attend community college, it 
is noted that these represent 26.4% of the students in this region, 43.3% 


of which are attracted to Northern College while 26.6% turn to Algonquin College. 
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They want to take up interesting studies and hopefully obtain a 
satisfactory occupation. Here again the findings reveal that 64.1% of these 
future college level students want to continue their studies in a "bilingual" 
and bicultural institution. 

Among those who enter the job market, that is, 14.4% of the 
281 students, only 12.2% state their decision as being definite. The others 
Only want to suspend their studies temporarily. 

These are the major characteristics of the students in the regions 


which have been examined. 
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CONCLUSTON 


The analysis of the data reveals that Franco-Ontarian Grade 12 
and 13 students show specific characteristics. 

On the whole, this student considers himself to be "bilingual". 
His language competence bears this out as does the family to which he 
belongs. It should be added that this student population wants to maintain 
bilingualism, both at the post-secondary studies level and at work. At the 
cultural level, these students want to live in an environment which respects 
their cultural identity while at the same time ensuring an immediate contact 
with the Anglophone cultural element. 

The educational choices are quite varied. The "university" students 
demonstrate a marked attraction for the liberal professions. Those who turn 
to the community colleges involve themselves in a wide variety of programs 
and their prospective careers are widely diversified. 

Despite the fact that the universities and the colleges are many 
in number in Ontario, it should be noted that the great majority of aspiring 
students direct themselves mainly to only a few of these institutions. 
Actually, the University of Ottawa and Algonquin College attract the major 
percentage of Franco-Ontarian students. 

It should be pointed out that the students who drop their studies on 
completion of secondary school, do so with fond memories. Furthermore, most 
of them want to take up their studies again within five years. 

In an attempt to identify the aspirations of the Franco-Ontarian 
students more precisely, we have re-grouped them according to seven large 
regions. The results of this analysis demonstrates nevertheless a very 


strong similarity among all of these students. A few regional differences are 


20. 


noticeable: language competence and the choice of institution. 
Following this, it is apparent that our secondary school 
graduates are attracted to bilingualism, both with regard to studies and to 
work. Here again, it is noted that some post-secondary institutions answer 
more to their aspirations than others. Also revealed is the fact that they 
want a higher level of schooling than that achieved by their parents; they 
also select programs leading to liberal professions or known occupations. 
This survey, albeit incomplete, provides an insight into the educational 


and vocational plans of the Franco-Ontarion student. 
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LE GENRE D' INSTITUTION POSTSECONDAIRE PREFERE PAR LES ELEVES FRANCOPHONES 
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Une université ou un collége fréquenté par des 
étudiants francophones seulement et ou l'on 
donnerait les cours en francais seulement 9.7% 7.3% 8.7% 
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Une université ou un collége fréquenté par des 
étudiants francophones seulement et ou l'on 
donnerait les cours en francais et en anglais Waa 24.1% 20.3% 


Une université ou un collége fréquenté par des 
étudiants francophones et des étudiants anglo- 
phones et ou l'on donnerait les cours en 

frangais et en anglais 65.8% 61 553% 64% 
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Une université ou un collége fréquenté par des 
étudiants francophones et des étudiants anglo- 
phones et ou l'on donnerait les cours en 

francais seulement 3.1% 2.3% 2.8% 
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Une université ou un collége fréquenté par des 
étudiants francophones et des étudiants anglo- 
phones et oU l'on donnerait les cours en 


anglais seulement See 4.8% 4 2% 
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